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A Message from Our New Chair
When the Derby New Theatre Association was originally formed in 2003 
we adopted the phrase �Let�s make theatre out of a crisis�.  In 2007 we 
issued a leaflet entitled Community Theatre Crisis in the City of Derby.

What we did not know then was that the situation would continue to 
deteriorate to the alarming situation we now find ourselves in: no 
Playhouse, the Hippodrome destroyed by a wanton developer and the 
charges for the remaining venues becoming too high for many of our 

groups.  This is the situation I find as I take over the Chair of the Association from Keith Briars who 
has stepped down after 5 years of sterling work.  During this time the Association has achieved 
many things: the range and quality of the amateur theatre groups in the area has been highlighted 
and the financial difficulties of these groups has become well known to the City Council and to the 
general public; the individual groups have become much more cohesive; the Association has been 
recognised as the voice of local amateur theatre and we now have our own publicity brochure, 
Spotlight.  

Our stated aim is to establish and operate a theatre in the City of Derby for the benefit of the 
community; early on we recognised the potential of the Hippodrome and Walkers, the bingo 
operators, seemed keen to see the building revert to its former use.  Unfortunately they prevented 
us from raising any money to buy the building as they would not allow us to publicise the potential 
sale.  In the end, Walkers closed down rather suddenly and made a secret sale of the building to 
the current owner.  Despite our lobbying of the Council to take suitable preventive action, the 
predictable destruction of part of the building went ahead.  It now seems unlikely that the 
Hippodrome will ever return as a theatre.

The Playhouse situation has gone from bad to worse: the likelihood of the current management 
raising sufficient money to continue professional theatre in the building seems remote and the fact 
that there is now a charge on the lease would seem to mean that the building will never be a 
theatre again.  

So what does the DNTA need to do now?  My view is that we have two major tasks to pursue. The 
first is to find a suitable building or site for a community theatre.  Our committee is now actively re-
looking at the buildings we had in mind following our review some years ago but we are also 
actively seeking new potential targets.  Do you know of a possible site that we might not know 
about?  If so, please email Simon Hardy.  Once we have a site in mind we can start the necessary 
search for funds; but without a site there is no potential for fund raising.

The second task is to strive for the best deals at the current venues for our member companies.  
To this end we are lobbying the local Council and we are in negotiation as to how the grant money 
allocated to us should be used (it used to be paid to the Playhouse to support our groups� activities 
there!).

The present economic situation could be an advantage to us in that suitable buildings may 
become available � but equally, it is a difficult time to raise cash.  Nevertheless, our intent is clear: 
to continue to fight for and to help community theatre in Derby.  I hope that you will remain 
supportive and encourage likeminded people to ensure that live performances will continue in our 
city.  We will not give up!

Tony Jaggers



Whilst we appreciate that the City Council has worked hard to try to get the 
Playhouse back into public control, the plain truth is that this may never happen and 
the Playhouse may well be lost forever to a developer to do with as they wish.  The 
prospect of restoring Derby�s last remaining proper theatre � the Hippodrome � now 
looks increasingly remote thanks to an unscrupulous owner and ineffective planning 
enforcement (see below and also back page). Derby Live is a well-intentioned 
programme but, in reality, it is papering over the cracks.  Arts Council grants to 
Derby may be in jeopardy if they are not satisfied with the quality of produced 
theatre in the city. 

So what can you do?  Well, it�s time for Derby�s theatre lovers to get active and 
vocal!  Unless we shout about it nothing will change.  Here�s what we think you 
could do:

Sign our e-petition and get all your friends to sign it as well.  Go to 
http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/derbytheatre

Object to the Hippodrome pre-planning application.  You can view it at 
http://eplanning.derby.gov.uk/acolnet/planningpages02/acolnetcgi.gov?ACTION=UNWRAP&RIPNAME=
Root.PgeDocs&TheSystemkey=87383

Lobby you local councillor and Member of Parliament about the lack of a decent 
theatre in Derby.  If you live in Derby, you can find the contact details for your local 
councillor at http://cmis.derby.gov.uk/CMISWebPublic/Members.aspx
The contact details for your local MPs are:

Derby North
Bob Laxton MP
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
laxtonb@parliament.uk

Derby South
Rt Hon Margaret 
Beckett MP
House of 
Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
No email

South Derbyshire
Mark Todd MP
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
markwtodd@btconnect.com
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Welcome to our new committee members
Two new committee members � Mike Hinks and Patrick Kniveton � have joined us fairly 
recently.  Here they tell us about themselves.

Having recently 
completed a very time 
� consuming year as 
President of the 
National Operatic & 
Dramatic Association I 
felt that perhaps with 
having a little more 
private time on my 
hands it might be a 
good opportunity to turn 
my attention and 

support towards our local theatre needs in a more 
positive way. It was for this particular reason that 
as a member of DNTA I offered my help in any 
way, shape, or form to achieving our objectives 
as soon as possible.

I am very conscious and well aware of the 
tremendous work that has already been carried 
out by the DTNA leadership in bringing together 
all the performing amateur groups in the city, and 
also the ongoing survey being carried out in 
efforts to find suitable premises for possible 
conversion to meet our live theatre needs.. I am 
indeed delighted to be joining the committee at a 
time where there is obviously an enormous 
amount of work ahead for the Association,

It would seem that we now have �two dead ducks� 
in the city as far as live theatre is concerned with 
the death knell sounding on the Hippodrome (I 
made my Am-Dram debut there in 1957 � don�t 
remember that I hear you saying!). But seriously, 
in my opinion, the way ahead is clearly a �do it 
ourselves� project in Derby operating on the lines 
of a very successful Leicester Little Theatre and 
Hinckley Concordia Theatre. There are of course 
many other similar venues around the UK equally 
successful, but having approached the Leicester 
and Hinckley theatres for some relevant 
information both have indicated their willingness 
to help in this direction.

Mike Hinks

I am a Chartered 
Mechanical 
Engineer and 
Chartered 
Manager. I work at 
Rolls-Royce in 
Derby.

I have always 
been interested in 
theatre from 
school days but 

looked after the lighting and then sound, carting 
my very oversize home-built hi fi system to school 
for the latter. I enjoy doing presentations and 
have done occasional after-dinner speeches, the 
larger the audience the better, but I�m not sure I 
could learn the lines to be a "proper" actor.

My family and I moved to Derby in 1999 and have 
been very impressed with the amateur and 
professional theatre in Derby, apart from recent 
events at the Playhouse ! (Just recently counted 
60+ programmes from shows attended in Derby, 
Nottingham and the West End.)

Although I had walked up Green Lane past 
Walker's Bingo Hall many times, I had no idea 
what was inside until I looked on the Hippo 
website after reading a spotlight booklet. I
contacted DNTA to offer whatever support I could 
to the cause of getting this marvellous theatre 
back to life. I believe Derby has some magnificent 
opportunities for development, having seen how 
Newcastle -upon Tyne changed over the 23 years 
I lived there. However, this must be done 
sensitively incorporating the best of the old 
with careful new build.

As well as technical skills, I have good contacts 
and enjoy building political contacts and 
networks; I hope these can be put to good effect 
in these current downbeat times for Derby 
theatre. I believe that local politicians need 
to demonstrate a better vision for the city rather 
than playing inter-party politics on minor issues.

Patrick Kniveton
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